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FUTURE PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 
 
May  19   Carol Garrison 
President 
University of Alabama at 
Birmingham 
 
May  26   Rele Evans 
The Mountain Brook Development 
Plan 
 
June    2  Wick Moorman 
Norfolk-Southern Railroad 
 
June    9  Bill Smith and  
Caroline Novak 
A+ Education Foundation 

 

WEDNESDAY 

MAY 12, 2010 

Today  

BILL FINCH 
Conservation Director 

The Nature Conservancy of Alabama 
Gulf Horizon:  What We Stand to Lose and What We Can Do About It  

 
Bill Finch is the Conservation Director of the Alabama Chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy, and a writer who has for two decades focused on Alabama's rich natural 
heritage. 
 
In his talk today, Bill explores how the coastal economy and its unusually rich natural 
resources could be impacted by the Gulf Horizon oil spill, and outlines what can be done, 
what's being done to mitigate those impacts and what we can do to protect Alabama's 
coast from further loss. 
 
Before joining The Nature Conservancy, Bill was the assistant managing editor at the 
Press-Register, where he received numerous national awards for environmental 
journalism and his garden column, including the Columbia School of Journalism's Oakes 
Award for Environmental Reporting, the Scripps-Howard Meeman Award for 
Environmental Reporting and the Atlantic City Press Club's National Headliner Award for 
best specialty column. 
He has also held editing posts at the Anniston Star, the Selma Times-Journal and The 
Mother Earth News magazine. 
Though he now frequently travels throughout the state, Bill still lives in Mobile with his 
wife, Vikki, and continues to write a weekly garden column for the Press-Register and a 
regular column for Alabama Gardening magazine. 
 
A May 1st  update by Bill Finch on The Nature Conservancy blog: 
 

Alabama: ôWeõre Doing All We Can Doõ 

Written by Bill Finch 
Published on May 1st, 2010   

Bill Finch, the director of conservation for The Nature Conservancy in Alabama, is 
blogging for Cool Green Science about the Gulf of Mexico oil spill and the Conservancyõs 
efforts in Alabama to protect shellfish reef restoration projects there.  

I don’t know how much good we’ll do, trying to anchor a half mile of oil-collecting booms 
in 25 knot winds and 6 foot seas.  

See TODAY, on Page 2 
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ROTARYGRAMS (USPS 064-770) 

Published weekly by 

ROTARY CLUB OF BIRMINGHAM 

The Harbert Center 

2019 4th Ave. N. 

Birmingham, AL 35203. 

 

Subscription rates: $15 per year.  

 

MEETING DAY:  

Every Wednesday, 12:15 p.m. 

TELEPHONE: (205)251-1995 

FAX: (205)226-8825 

 

BHAMRTRY@BELLSOUTH.NET 

WWW.BHMROTARY.ORG 

 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 2009-10 

President:  Hatton C.V. Smith 

Chairman of the Board:   

Charles W. ―Bill‖ Jones 

President-Elect:  

Charles D. ―Charlie‖ Perry, Jr. 

Secretary:  Henry Panion, III 

Treasurer:  Edmund C. Doss 

Sergeant-at-Arms: Carl Duncan Hulsey 

VP, Club Service: 

 Charles A. ―Charlie‖ Collat, Jr. 

VP, Communications:  

Richard B. Yielding 

VP, Community Service:  

Elzabeth Broughton 

VP, International Service:  

Edgar B. Marx 

VP, Programs:   

Whitney ―Whit‖ DeBardeleben 

VP, Vocational Service: Brenda M. Hackney 

Executive Director:  Susan Jackson 

 

DIRECTORS: 

Hubert W. Goings, Jr., 2007-2010 

W.T. Goodloe Rutland, 2007-2010 

David W. ―Dave‖ Wood, 2007-2010 

James T. McManus, 2009-2011 

Alan Rogers, 2009-2011 

Sergio Stagno, 2009-2011 

 

Membership: 578  

Honorary Members: 21 

 

 

ADDRESSES OF RECENT SPEAKERS  
Fred Spicer Jeffrey Bayer 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens 2222 Arlington Avenue 
2612 Lane Park Road Birmingham, AL 35205 
Birmingham, AL 35223 
 
Woody Phillips Dan Cathy 
National Rifle Association of America President and COO, Chick-fil-A, Inc. 
11250 Waples Mill Road 5200 Buffington Road 
Fairfax, VA 22030 Atlanta, GA 30349-2998 
 
**Meetings are recorded.  CDs are available for $3.50 each, which may be added to Rotary 
invoices. 
       

TODAY, from Page 1  
But Jeff DeQuattro, The Nature Conservancy’s oyster restoration manager in Alabama, is 
right: We can’t just leave newly restored oyster beds unprotected as this massive pool 
of crude closes in on the Alabama coast. 

In a simple world, we’d hope that one of the worst oil spills in U.S. history would just go 
someplace else. 

There’s a thousand linear miles of coastline in the northern Gulf of Mexico from Texas 
back through the panhandle of Florida, thousands of miles if you count all the bays and 
inlets the oil could penetrate. You’d reckon that even an oil slick the size of Connecticut 
could find a place to settle down other than in the state we call home. 

But unless someone figures out how to turn that well off fast — and that possibility seems 
more and more remote — it looks like the entire northern Gulf Coast could get hosed 
with oil, from the mouth of the Mississippi River back to the coastal resorts of northwest 
Florida. 

A rough late spring storm is taking the spill on a ride. Today, 6 to 10 foot waves are 
driving the slick northeast, smack into the marshes of east Louisiana and up into the big 
bend of the Pearl River delta and Honey Island Swamp, on the Louisiana-Mississippi line. 
That’s the same area swamped by Katrina four years ago. 

Those of us working in Alabama hope for another 24 to 36 hours to protect our own 
shorelines. Sunday, the winds should drive the spill due north, across the entire 
Mississippi coast and right into the mouth of Alabama’s best and most productive seafood 
nurseries. 

But in the northern Gulf, which produces 40 percent of the nation’s seafood harvest, it 
doesn’t matter where disaster comes ashore. There is no place that isn’t somehow 
intimately connected to someplace else. Louisiana shrimpers haul in shrimp that got fat 
in the Mobile River delta of Alabama. Sports fishermen in Florida catch fish that spawned 
in the marshes of Mississippi. If the spill wrecks the oyster beds in Louisiana and somehow 
leaves the Alabama beds unspoiled, both states will take the hit: The livelihood of 
hundreds of workers in Alabama’s oyster processing industry — the nation’s largest — 
depends on a steady supply of oysters from the sprawling reefs of Louisiana. 

We’re doing all we can to protect the few thousand feet of oyster reefs we can get to 
fastest and first. But I don’t expect we’ll feel good about it when we’re done. There’s a 
few thousand miles of our coast to go 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBER 
 
PAMELA KAY “PAM” SIDDALL #410 
ACTIVE   
 (2010) 
PRINTING & PUBLSIHING:  Newspapers 
President & Publisher 
The Birmingham News 
2201 4th Avenue North 325-3126 
Birmingham, AL  35203 325-3239 (fax) 
 
Psiddall@bhamnews.com  
 
Res., 3429 Oak Canyon Drive 
Birmingham,  AL  35243    
 
Born, June 14, 1968 
Phoenix City, AL 
 
Hobbies, interests:   Outdoors, reading, exercising and traveling 
 
Spouse: Greg 

 

FOR YOUR APPROVAL 
 
Stephen Foster Black  ACTIVE 
Founder and President 
IMPACT Alabama 
Sponsored by: Edgar Marx 
Endorsed by:   Brenda Hackney & Jim Hughey III 
SERVICE-NON-PROFIT:   IMPACT Alabama 
 
Heidi Kinner ADDITIONAL  ACTIVE 
Vice Dean-designate 
Cathedral Church of the Advent 
Sponsored by: John Harper 
Endorsed by:   Whit DeBardeleben & Hatton Smith 
RELIGION:   Episcopal/ Cathedral 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN  PRESIDENT HATTON  & the BOARD  FOR A UNIQUE  

FELLOWSHIP EVENT  

For Members, Spouses and Guests, and Rotarators 

 

 

Wednesday,  May 19 th , from 5:30 ï 8:00 p.m.  

¶ Featuring a unique venue, Old Car Heaven  , a warehouse down on 1st. Avenue South, under the 
35th Street crossover 

¶ Featuring a unique warehouse of cars – some of the most completely operational and fully restored 
rare and collectible Chryslers, Plymouths and Dodges ever made  

¶ Featuring unique food by some of Birmingham’s newest and best ch efs from Café du Paris, 

Centrale, Bettola, Cantina & Sol e Luna, and Fire , all committed to using the freshest, 
locally grown ingredients 

¶ Featuring presentations by the chefs and by unique Jones Valley Urban Farms , a 
community-based non-profit organization utilizing over 3 acres of vacant downtown property to grow 
organic produce and flowers, educating the community about healthy food, and helping make 
Birmingham a vibrant community. 

¶ Featuring unique  music  

¶ Featuring the camaraderie  uniquely found among the members of The Rotary Club of Birmingham 
celebrating a great year with a unique  president . 

 
Cost: $25 per person includes drinks, food, entertainment, car viewing. RSVP by May 17th to the Rotary office, 
251.1995 
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RELATED TO THE RCB SPRING FELLOWSHIP 

EVENT… 
 
…is another annual event that might interest you.  Frank Stitt, Chairman of the Board at 
Jones Valley Urban Farms hopes you will come out on Sunday, May 23 from 2-6 p.m. for 
a great afternoon. 
 
Join Jones Valley Urban Farm and Slow Food Birmingham as we host the 3rd annual 
Slow Food Fair. Our "Party in the Garden" will include a variety of musical acts, 
delicious food samples, gardening workshops on the hour, and a mini Farmer's Market.  
 
We are delighted to count the following restaurants as our Slow Food Fair partners: 
Bettola, Bottega, Bottletree, Brick & Tin, Cafe Dupont, Cantina, Food Studio B, Good 
People Brewing Company, Jim 'N Nick's, Kathy G, Morgan Creek Vineyards, Rojo, Salt 
Fine Catering, and Trattoria Centrale.  
 
As a special treat, noted food writer and Southern Foodways Director, John T. Edge, 
will be our featured speaker. It is sure to be an unforgettable afternoon for the entire 
family whether you are touring the restaurant booths, sitting on hay bales and listening 
to music, hanging out in the shady grove participating in workshops, or shopping at the 
farmer's market on site.   
 
Tickets are $20 and all proceeds benefit Jones Valley Urban Farm's education 
programs.  Buy tickets online at  www.jvuf.org or at the gate. In case of rain, we will 
move the event across the street to YMCA Youth Center. 
 


